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A  cold  wave  in  the  winter  vegeta.hle  producing  a.rea  of  the  ^'exican 
V^est  Coast  "beginning  on  January  5  and  continuing  for  several  days  is  reported 
to  have  seriously  damaged  the  growing  crops.     Information  as  to  the  exact  ex- 
tent of  the  losses  to  the  various  crops  is  not  yet  available  hut  estimates 
indicate  losses  to  tom.atoes  ranging  from.  15  to  60  per  cent,  deuending  on  loc- 
ality.   Losses  to  c'uli  peppers  are  reported  to  he  ahout  the  samie  as  for  to- 
m.atoes  hut  the  damage  to  peas  is  expected  to  he  considerahlj''  less.     In  Cuha 
weather  conditions  have  heen  favorahle  since  the  heavy  rains  early  in  Fov- 
emher  which  damaged  40  per  cent  of  the  tomato  crop  and  necessitated  replant- 
ings.     Shipm.ents  from,  hot.i  regions  to  date  this  season  have  heen  lower  than 
during  the  corresponding  period  last  season  hut  it  is  still  too  early  to 
venture  any  opinion  as  to  what  tVe  situation  may  be  for  the  sea.son  as  a  whole. 
This  will  depend  m.ainly  on  the  dem.and  situation  in  the  United  States. 


Mexican  West  Coast 

Tomatoes 


As  far  as  Mexican  I'est  Coast  tom.atoes  in  genera.l  are  concerned,  and 
this  product  constitutes  the  hulk  of  the  vegetable  imports  from  that  region, 
plantings  were  m.ade  unusually  late,  this  season  and  as  a  result  shipments  in 
volume  were  not  exTDected  ujitil  Jan-oary  and  Eehniary.     The  first  shipm.ents 
for  the  season  were  made  toward  the  end  of  Fovemher.     Shipm.ents  up  to  January 
1,  1932,  am.ounted  to  3,784,000  pounds  as  com.pared  -'ith  5,146,000  pounds  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  period  last  season.     This  decrease  is  attributed  m.ainly 
to  late  plantings  this  season.     Guided  by  past  experience  many  growers  this 
season  decided  to  favor  late  plantings  in  order  to  m.arket  their  produ.cts  as 
late  as  possible. 

The  cold  wave  which  set  in  on  Januar^'  4,  1P32,  is  reported  to  have 
caused  considerable  damage  to  tom.atoes.     Earlier  reports  indicated  that  the 
dar.-!age  in  the  m.ost  important  producing  area  on  the  lest  Coast,  i.e.,  that 
around  Los  "ochis,  a  shipping  station  for  the  Puerte  River  crop,  would  he 
around  50  per  cent.     The  latest  reports  in-^icate  that  the  dam^age  in  the  pro- 
ducing areas  of  Bamoa,  Vcrdura,  and  ''aranjo,  shippin:^:  stations  for  the  S.ina- 
loa  River  Valley,  and  in  the  Culiacan  River  Vallev,  p  little  further  south, 
will  range  from  15  to  30  per  cent,     Tliis  would  indicate  a  loss  of  from  15 
to  60  per  cent,  defending  on  locality. 


1/  Based  on  reports  and  telegram.s  from  American  Consuls  a.t  Fogales,  Sonora, 
Mexico  and  Hahana,  Cuba. 
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The  relatively  small  pla.ntinss  of  tomatoes  early  in  the  season  have 
had  a  noticeahle  effect  on  the  m-ari-retin;?  of  the  crop  thus  far.     It  is  esti- 
m.ated  that  from  35  to  50  per  cent  of  the  earlj'-  plantinrs  last  year  were  de- 
stro^/ed  "by  the  heavy  unscasonahle  rains  and  th-U  the  only  m.oney  made  from 
the  tom.ato  crop  was  made  'oy  -^rowers  who  shipped  darin'^  the  latter  part  of 
the  season.    Plantinf^s,  accordingly,  wore  generally  m.ade  much  later  this 
ves.r. 

Total  tom.ato  plantinss  on  the  !:Texican  TJest  Coast  this  season  are 
still  heing  estim.atod  at  25,000  acres  as  com.pared  with  30,000  acres  during 
1930-31.     Several  reasons  a.re  ziven  to  explain  this  decline,  chief  am.ong 
which  are  the  general  econom.ic  depression  prevailing  in  T'exico,  the  conse- 
quent shortage  of  cash,  and  the  expulsion  of  a.  large  num-her  of  Chinese 
farmers  who  had  always  financed  their  own  crops.     Growers  in  general  ex- 
perienced difficulty  in  ohtaining  financial  "backing  for  vcgctahle  growing 
this  season.    As  the  United  States  Tariff  Act  of  1930  increased  the  duties 
on  vegetahles,  shippers  realized  that  they  would  have  to  deliver  a  higher 
quality  product  in  order  to  m.ake  a  profit  from,  their  operations,    Majij'-  ship- 
pers and  packers,  accordinglj?-,  went  into  the  growing  end  of  the  husiness 
them.selves  in  the  helief  that  they  would  he  ahlc  to  produce  a  oettcr  quality 
prodi-'.ct,  to  grade  more  strictlji',  and  to  elim.inate  a.  larger  percentage  of  the 
sm.aller  sizes  than  the  average  grower. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  on  the  Mexican  '^est  Coast  that  the  higher 
duties  on  tom.atoes  in  the  Am.erican  miarl'x-t  in  the  last  analj/sis  will  result 
in  closer  grading  and  the  elimination  of  the  sm.aller  packs  rather  than  in 
actual  c\irtailm.ent  of  shipm.ents.     In  other  words  swch  reductions  as  may  take 
place  in  shipm.ents  this  season,  harring  weather,  insect  or  disease  dam.age, 
will  he'  moTQ  the  result  of  the  lack  of  capital  with  which  to  finance  the 
usual  acreage,  than  the  result  of  the  Am.erican  duty.    Under  the  present  duty 
of  throe  cents  per  pound  shippers  feel  that  they  cannot  risk  sending  anything 
hut  the  highest  grade  product  to  the  American  m.arket.     The  actu.al  production 
of  tom.atoes  on  the  Mexican  West  Coast  is  always  much  greater  than  the  ship- 
m.ents to  the  American  m.ar'':et.    The  quantities  consum.ed  locally  or  m.ade  up 
into  by-prod\icts  are  insignificant.     The  halance  is  left  in  the  field  to  rot. 
It  is  m.aintained  that  the  dcm.and  in  the  Am.erican  m-ar'-^et  is  the  chief  factor 
controlling  shipm.ents.     If  m.arket  prices  rule  stron^:  the  usual  quantities  of 
tom.a.toes  will  he  shipped  or  even  increased  this  season.     Prices  received  by 
tomato  shippers  during  Decem.her  ranged  from  $3.00  to  $4.50  per  lug,  f.o.h., 
destination  in  the  United  States.     These  were  considered  very  satisfactory 
notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  duty  on  June  17,  1930  from,  one-half  cent 
to  throe  cents  per  pound.     The  total  imports  of  tomiatoes  hy  the  United  States 
from  Mexico  during  the  twelve  m.onths  ended  June  30,  1931,  am.ounted  to 
82,890,000  pounds  as  com.pared  with  116,821,000  pounds  durin"  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1929-30  and  95,429,000  pounds  in  1928-29. 

G-recn  peas 

Shipm.ents  of  green  peas  (grown  m.ostl.y  in  the  Sonora,  Yaqui,  and  Mayo 
River  Valleys  of  southern  Sonora)  from,  the  T/est  Coast  of  !'exico  up  to  Jan- 
uary 1,  1932,  show  a  heavy  increase  over  those  for  the  corresponding  period 
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last  year,  havin,^  amounted  to  4,115,000  pox-'.nds  as  compared  with  1,864,000 
poTinds  the  year  "be- ore.     SoniG  damSf're  \?as  car.sed  to  the  o^viality  of  the  early 
shipments  "by  t^e  \musually  r-iFWrn  'Teat her  early  in  the  season.    Later  ship- 
ments, however,  irr.proved  in  q'.jality.    Prices  received  in  the  Anierican  mar- 
het  during  the  first  t^Yo  w(^ehs  oi  Deccuiher  r-A^god-  from  $7,00  to  $9.00  per 
crate.    During  the  last  t"/o  weo'-s  of  the  month  prices  ranged  from  $5.00  to 
$7.00  per  crnte.     The  total  United  States  imports  of  green  peas  from  ?*exico 
for  the.  1930-31  season  amounted  to  18, 875, 000  pounds  as  coir.parcd  with 
3,105,000  povmds  in  1929-30  ^nd  20,551,000  pounds  in  1^28-29. 

No  changes  have  "been  reported  as'  yet  in  the  earlier  estimates  of 
10,900  acres  for  green  peas  this  season  as  comparcH.  with  12,000  acres  last 
season.     The  hulk  of  the  green  peas  shipped  from  the  Mexican  Tfest  Coast  al- 
ways moves  out  during  the  four  months  Decemher  to  '.^arch  'vith  shipments  at 
their  peak  during  January.     The  cold  wave  early  in  -Jaxmnry  was  first  re- 
ported to  have  done  hut  relatively  little  damage  to  the  green  pea  crop. 
Suhsequent  reports  indicated  that  the  damage  was  considerahle .     In  general 
the  quality  of  the  green  peas  shipped  thus  far  has  heen  excellent.     The  pods 
are  well  filled  and  free  from  disease.     It  m.ust  he  m'entioned  in  this  connec- 
tion f'"-at  the  Am.erican  duty  on  green  peas  on  January  1,  1932,  was  further 
increased  from,  three  cents  to  3.9  cents  per  pound. 

Green  •p8r;r)ers 

Shipm.ents  of  green  peppers  this  season  to  Janua.ry  1  have  am.ounted  to 
only  110,000  pounds  as  compared  with  385, OCO  pounds  during  the  corresponding 
period  last  season.    The  hulk  of  the  green  pepr)ers  usually  mioves  out  during 
the  four  m.onths  January  to  April.    The  area  planted  to  peppers  this  season 
is  reported  at  2,550  acres  against  2,800  acres  planted  last  year,    llo  defi- 
nite inform.ation  is  availaole  as  to  the  extent  of  the  dam.age  caused  hy  the 
January  cold  wave  hut  it  is  reported  as  heing  considerahle.     In  1930-31  im.- 
ports  into  the  United  States  from.  Mexico  totaled- 6 ,055,000  pounds  as  compared 
with  9,158,000  pounds  in  1929-30  and  7,738,000  pounds  in  1938-29. 

The  green  pepper  growers  have  heen  roali:^in'^  good  profits  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years.     As  a  result  the  acreage  during  1930-31  was  more 
than  douhle  that  of  1929-30.    The  crop  is  especially  favored  hy  the  Chinese 
growers  who  were  preparing  to  plant  a  considerahle  increase  in  the  acreage 
this  season  hv.t  due  to  the  anti-Chinese  agitation  durin.T  August  and  Sept- 
emher  they  were  compelled  to  ahajidon  their  lands  ahout  the  tim.e  they  were  . 
ready  to  plant.    Had  it  not  heen  for  this  faxt  it  is  very  prohahle  that  the 
acreage  devoted  to  green  pepyjers  this  season  would  have  heen  considerahly 
increased  notwithstanding  the  change  in  the  American  duty  on  June  17,  1930 
fi^om  25  -oer  cent  ad  valorem  to  t>ree  cents  per  pound.     Cn  January  1,  1932, 
the  duty  vras  reduced  to  2.5  cents  per  pound.    This  reduction,  however,  came 
too  late  to  have  any  influence  on  plantings.    Prices  paid  in  the  Am.erican 
m.ar'-et  for  Mexican  pe-opers  during  the  last  half  of  Decem.ber  ranged  from.  14 
to  18  cents  per  pound. 
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WITED  STATES:     Irr!"oorts  of  specified  fresh  ve  ecta'Dles  from 
Mexico,  igPi-'BS  to  19?0-?1 


'  1'^2~<-27   '1^27-2?  '193P-2'^ 

^1929-30 

"1930-31 

:  "Dounds 

G-reen  peas  :     ,  9,090" 

Green  peppers  ;  5,350: 

!. 1,000     :  l,00n     :  1,090 
;  pou.nds  :  pounds  ;  "pounds 
:  104,980:     84, 795:'  95,429 
14,277:     14,441:  20,551; 
8,9S8;     10,602:  7,738: 

1,^00 
"oor.nds 
116,821 
30,105 
■  9,158 

•  n  000 

r  poivads 
:     82 , 890 
:  18,875 
:  8,055 

Compiled  in  the  foreign  Agri 

.CTiit^^ral  Service  from  official  reco: 

■^ds  of 

the  Bureau  of  ?orei.<5".  ar.d  Domestic  Commerce  and  'fromi  the  annual  reports 
of  the  federal  Horticultural  Board  and  Plant  Control  Administi'ation. 

Cuoa 

Tomjatoes  ■ 

The  shipments  of  Cuhan  tomatoes  to  the  United  States  this  season  to 
the  end  of  Decemher  amiounted  to  2,480,000  pounds.     Cuban  export  statistics 
for  the  correspondinm  period  of  the  1930-31  season  are  not  a.vpilahle  out  it 
is  reported  that  the  ship/cents  this  season  ha.ve  heen  copsiderahly  oelo^ 
those  of  last  ^^ear.     The  United  States  import  statistics  show  that  tomato 
im.ports  from  Cx'ha  during  this  period  '^tre  4,519,000  pounds,  T.7hile  last  sea- 
son thev  ampunted  to  11,774,000  pou.nds.     Total  imports  in  1930-31  ampv^ited 
to  26,043,000  pourids  as  co^.oared  with  18,168,000  pounds  in  1929-30  and 
25,601,000  pouiids  in  1928-29. 

A  survey-  of  the  Ci-i'oan  vrinter  vegetahlc  a.reas  late  in  Octohsr  indi- 
cated that  tom.ato  plantiur-^s  for  the  1951-52  season  x^'ere  empected  to  "be 
ahout  the  sa-e  as  in  1930-51.    At  that  tim.e  the  general  opinion  was  that 
if  weather  conditiov-S  remained  favorahle  the  ship-cnts  to  the  United  States 
during  the  season  would  he  lar-^or  than  during  1930-31.     During  the  entire 
1930-31  season  (Octoter  1,  1930  to  ^ha^^  31,  1^31)  the  United  States  imported 
26,043,000  poujids  of  tor-atoos  from.  Cuha .     Shipm.ents  from.  Cuoa  to  the  Ameri- 
can market  durin^r  102'^-30  amounted  to  19,076,000  pounds. 

Uotwithstand^ing  the  fnct  that  prices  ■''ere  .zood  in  the  A'~'crican  m.arhet 
the  usual  am.ount  of  Cuhan  vegetaoles,  especially  to-^^-atoes,  ha.vo  not  "been 
m.oving  out  thais  far  this  season.    As  far  as  tomatoes  are  concerned  this  de- 
cli:-:e  in  shipments  is  entirely-  duo  to  the  fact  th  ■  t  washouts  caused  hy 
hea\7/  i^ains  at  the  heginn^^ng  of  the  season  damaged  40  per  cent  of  the  crop 
and  necessitated  replantings.    The  hialh  of  the  to-.:atoes  shiupod  from  Cuha" 
mpmes  out  durinm  the  four  months  January  to  April.     The  necessitv  for  re- 
plantings  '  has  caused  a  slight  dol.av  in  the  mpvoment  of  t'-e  ci^on  this  season. 

Cucum.hers. 

According  to  late  Octohor  rcnorts  the  Cuhan  plantings  of  cucm^hers 
this  season  were  expected  to  sho^y  an  increose  of  fromi  25  to  30  per  cent 
over  those  for  1930-31.    At  th-t  ti-c  it  was  stated  th-^t  -^ith  a '  cont inuati-n 
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of  good  weather  the  quar.tities  availahle  for  export  would  he  larger  thpn 
during  the  1930-31  season,  when  imports  into  the  United  States  totalted 
3,340,000  pounds  ps  compared  with  952,000  po-onds  in  1929-30  and  1,030,000 
povjids  in  1928-39.    Fost  of  the  Cuhan  cucurrher  exports  co-r.e  from  the  Isle 
of  Pines.     Cuhan  shipments  of  cucumhers  to  the  United  States  this  season  to 
January  1  have  am.ounted  to  558,000  pounds.     Statistics  giving  exports  from 
Cuha  for  the  corresponding  period  last  season  arc  not  availahle  "but  during 
this  period  in  1929-30  the  cuciimoer  exports  amounted  to  692,000  pounds. 

Lima  heans 

The  Cuhrai  3^^reau  of  Ve.xTctnhle  Sanitation,  which  is  charged  with  the 
duty  of  inspecting  lim.a  heans  exported  to  the  United  States,  estim.ated  late 
in  Octoher  that  plantings  of  this  product  during  the  1931-32  season  would  he 
50  per  cent  greater  than  in  1930-31.    Eea'^Y  rains,  howevrr,  cut  down  the 
hloom  so  that  the  extent  to  w^-dch  shipm.ents  are  corresponding  to  increased 
plantings  cannot  he  stated. 

Shipments  of  Cuhan  lim.a  heans  to  the  United  States  this  season  to 
Janu->r''-  1  have  amouzitcd  to  896,000  p'^unds .     Statistics  of  Cuhan  exports  dur- 
ing the  corresponding  period  last  scas'^n  are  not  av-'^.ilahlc ,  hut  in  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1929-30  the"  am.ounted  to  455,000  po^jnds.     T'^tal  im.p'^rts 
of  lim.a  heans  from.  Cuha  during  the  twelve  m.'^nths  ended  June  30,  1931,  ami- 
ou:ited  to  3,76^,000  pounds  as  com.pared  -^ith  2,999,0^0  p^iinds  in  1929-30  vtA 
3,273,000  pounds  in  1928-29. 

G-roen  "Denpers 

The  consensus  of  opinion  amiong  Cuhan  shippers  late  in  Oct-iher  was  that 
plantings  of  peppers  would  not  he  anv  larger  than  during  1930-31.     The  early- 
crop  was  expected  to  te  light  hut  heavier  shipm^ents  were  prediced  f"ir  Jan- 
uary, Fehruary  and  I'arch.     Thus  far  this  seas-^n  eXTonrts  are  reported  as 
heing  m.aterially  hel'^w  th-^se  of  last  season. 

Cuhan  exports  of  green  peppers  to  the  United  States  dtiring  the  1929-30 
season  am.ouaited  to  4,043,000  pounds.     Export  statistics  are  not  availahle  for 
1930-31  hut  the  United  States  im.ports  from.  Cuha  that  seas'^n  a.m.ounted  to 
3,059,000  pounds  as  coT:nared  ^i.th  5,076,000  po^j^ids  in  1929-30  and  4,479,000 
pou:ids  in  192S-29.     The  reduction  in  the  American  dut"  '^n  green  "oeppers  on 
Jan-Jiary  1,  1932,  ca-.e  t--'  late  t'"  have  an:'  influence  -^n  plantin'3:s .  It 
should  he  home  in  mind  that  while  the  duty  on  green  peppers  is  no'-r  2.5 
cents  per  pound,  Cuha  enjoys  a  reduction  of  2'^  per  cent  frorr  the  rcgiilar 
duties . 

Sgg  T^lant 

Hep'^rts  late  in  Octo"b-rr  indicated  a  decline  in  the  Cuhan  egg  plant 
acrea.ge  this  season  duo  to  the  fir^an^cial  cond.iti'-'n  of  the  gr^vrcrs.    One  ex- 
porter stated  that  or.  the  '^ain  island  of  Cuha  not  m.ore  than  100  acres  would 
he  devoted  to  the  pr'^duction  -^f  egg  plant  for  exiDort  while  on  the  Isle  of 
Pines  the  nrea  would  amiount  to  ah  out  150  acres. 
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ShipiT'Cnts  t'^  the  ATericr.n  r.arlret  this  seas'^n  to  January  1  arnounted 
to  oalj  50,000  pounds.    I'o  statistics  of  the  Cuban  exports  of  this  product 
arc  availaolc  for  the  corrospondins  peri'^i  last  ^''ear,  hut  the  United 
States  irr:ports  from  Cuba  during  that  p^^riod  airounted  to  7'^2,000  pounds. 
The  United  States  irrports  of  C\"'.'bap.  cQZ  plpnt  during  all  of  the  1930-31  sea- 
son ani^unted  to  4,782,000  pounds  as  corrparcd  "'ith  6,438,000  pounds  in 
1929-30  and  6,265,000  p-^unds  in  1928-29.     Effective  Januar;^  1,  1932,  the 
American  tariff  on  e.yg  plant  '.vas  reduced  fr-^r:  3  cents  per  po-und  to  1.5  cents 
per  pound.     Cuba  en.joj'-s  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent  from  these  rates. 


U1TIT]5D  STATES:     Ir.ports  of  specified  fresh  regetables  from 
Cuba,  1925-26  to  1930-31 


:                                    -Tul"  -  June 

:  1930-31 

'  1925-26 

;  1926-27 

'  1927-28 

;  1928-29 

\  1929-30 

•  1,000 

•  1,000 

1,000 

•  1,000 

1,000 

•  1,000 

pounds 

iDounds 

pounds 

:  pounds 

pou?ids 

pounds 

Tonatoes  

12,101 

13,040 

19,272 

25 , 601 

18,158 

25,043 

Cucu'nbers  : 

460: 

1,075. 

1,030: 

952: 

1,702: 

3,340 

Lima  beans  : 

1,229: 

1,033: 

2,729 

3,273: 

2,999; 

3,760 

Green  peppers. . . : 

12,032: 

8,620: 

5,008: 

4,479: 

5,078: 

3,059 

Egg  pl?„nt  : 

4,708: 

5,085: 

6,216: 

6,255' 

5 , 438 : 

4,762 

Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  fr^m  official  records  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Con-merce  and  from  the  ann'oal  rep->rts  of  the 
Federal  Horticv-ltural  Board  and  Plor.t  Control  A'dmini  strati  on . 
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October  24,  193< 


WINTER__yEGETABLS  ACREAGE  PROSPECTS  IJI  .CUBA' 

The  outlooT^  for  the  winter  vegetable  crop  in  G'lha  is  not  bright,  ac- 
cording to  Vice-consul  William  B.  Murray  at  Fahana.     It  is  expected  that 
plantings  of  practically  all  vegetables  shioped  to  the  United  States  will 
be  reduced. 

Tomatoes;    Heavy  rains  damaged  the  enrly  plantings  of  tomatoes, 
which  were  already  reduced  due  to  laclr  of  funds  to  finance  the  growers. 
Later  p].a.ntings  may  be  made  for  a  crop  to  be  harvested  in  Esbr-.ary  and 
March,  1953,  but  the  Cuban  growers  generally  place  more  em.phasis  on  the 
early  crop,  which  is  expected  to  be  from  25  to  5C  per  cent  sr.ipller  than  last 
year.    Plantings  on  the  Isle  of  Fines  are  said  to  be  30  acres  com.pared  to  40 
acres  last  year. 

Lima  beans;    Although  there  is  still  time  to  m.ake  plantings  of  lim.a 
beaiis  for  winter  shipment  to  the  United  States,  ^growers  expect  this  crop  to 
be  about  40  per  cent  less  than  that  of  last  year.    Local  seed  was  used  to 
som.e  extent,  which  m.ay  account  for  the  failure  of  som.e  of  the  plantings. 
To  date,  the  Division  of  Vegetable  Sanitation,  Cuban  Departm.ent  of  Agricul- 
ture, reports  that  750  growers  have  asked  that  their  produce  be  inspected 
for  export  into  the  United  States  as  compared  with  885  requests  in  October, 
1931 . 

Peppers;  Although  it  is  too  early  for  a  report  on  the  total  plant- 
ings of  peppers,  it  is  expected  that  this  crop  will  be  redxiced  at  least ^10 
per  cent.  On  the  Isle  of  Pines  acreage  is  said  to  be  only  20  acres,  while 
last  year  it  was  reported  at  150  acres. 

Cucumbers:     The  cucumber  crop,  which  com.es  mainly  from,  the  Isle  of 
Pines,  will  be  smaller  this  year  than  last,  since  plantings  are  reported 
at  450  to  500  acres  compared  to  600  acres  last  year.     On  the  Island  of  Cuba 
about  50  acres  have  been  planted  this  year. 

Egg  plant!     Exports  of  eeg  plant  have  been  decreasing  each  year  for 
som.e  tim.e,  and  plantings  this  season  will  be  less  than  last  year.     On  the 
Isle  of  Pines  acreage  is  said  to  be  only  50  acres,  while  last  year  it  was 
150  acres, 

O'kra.  and  string  beans;    There  is  an  increase  in  olcra  plantings,  both 
in  the  short  variety,  grown  for  the  ITew  Orleans  market,  and  in  the  long  var- 
iety for  New  York.     String  beans  also  show  a  slight  increase  this  year,  but 
this  vegetable  is  of  manor  importance  com.pared  with  other  winter  ve-^etables 
shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Potatoes  and  onions;     Crops  of  potatoes  and  onions,  which  are  grown 
for  local  consum.ption,  will  probably  equal  those  of  last  year.    Onions  are 
now  planted  in  San  Cristobal  and  Herradura,  in  the  province  of  Pinar  del 
Rio,  where  vegetables  for  the  United  States  market  are  extensively  grown. 
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WHITER  VEGETABL?  PROSPECTS  ON  -t-'EXICA^^  1E.ST  COAST  A'^  I'.'  PUERTO  RICO 


Fovem'ber  4,  19  i 


Mexican  West  Coast 

The  area  planted  to  winter  vegetables  on  the  Mexican  West  Coast  for  the 
1932-33  season  is  expected  to  he  less  than  last  year,  according  to  Consul 
Carlton  Hurst  at  IJogales,  Sonora.    Plantings  are  now  in  progress.     It  is  esti- 
rrated  that  toniato  and  pepper  acreages  will  show  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent 
compared  with  1931-32.    Ho  change  is  expected  in  the  green  pea  acreage  hut  it 
is  helievcd  that  the  string  hean  area  will  he  increased  from  700  to  1,200 
acres.    The  acreage  planted  to  other  vegetahles  is  negligihle.    Weather  con- 
ditions thus  far  have  heen  favorahle.    The  curtailed  plantings  this  season  are 
attributed  to  the  heavy  financial  losses  suffered  hy  growers  last  season  and 
to  present  econom.ic  conditions  which  are  m.aking  it  difficult  for  growers  to 
secure  adequate  financial  hacki.ng.  : 


MEXICAN  WEST  COAST: 

Estim.ated  1932-3?  winter  vegetahlo  acreage, 

with  com-narisons 

F  ro  due  t  : 

1930-31 

■  1931-32  . 

1932-33 

Acres 

Acres  . 

Acres 

30,000 

■  .25,000 

22  ,^500 

12,000 

10,900 

10,900 

.,700  .     .  .  . 

1,200 

2,800 

2 . 550 

1 ,910 

State  of  Sonora;     Accordin-  to  Consul  T..  .W.,  Vo.ettor  at  G-ua.ymas,  Sonora, 
the  vegetable  acreage  in  Southern  Sonora  is  at  .the.  present  tirr^^  being  estimated 
as  follows:    Tom.atoes  9,000  acres,  green  peas  19,00,0.  acres,  and  green  peppers 
200  acres.    This  would  seem  to  indicate  a  considerable  increase  over  the  area 
planted  to  these  vegetables  in  this  district  last  year.     In  a  report  dated 
Fovem.ber  14,  1931,  the  American  Vice  Consul,  Mr.  E.  W.  Eaton  at  Mazatlan, 
placed  the  tom.ato  acreage  in  Sout'iern  Sonora  for  the  1951-32  season  at  2,500 
acres,  green  peas  at  10,000  acres  and  green  peppers  at  50  acres. 

Consul  Voetter  states  further  that  a  fair  acreage  has  been  planted  in 
Southern  Sonora  this  season  to  green  beans.    He  also  m.entions  that  the  Southern 
district  of  Lo-.ver  California  will  this  season  probahly  have  3,000  acres  under 
tomatoes.    He  further  indicates  t-at  the  estim.ate  of  the  green  pea  acreage  is 
likely  to  prove  fairly  accurate  since  T^lanting  is  being  controlled  by  the  State 
authorities  through  agricultural  associations. 

State  of  Sinaloa;    A  telegram  from  Consul  7.  W.  Hinhe  at  ^'azatlan, 
Sinaloa  indicates  that  the  1932-33  plantings  up  to  October  1  were  as  follows: 
Tom.atoes  22,200  acres,  green  peas  2,300  acres,  green  pcupers  225  acres,  and 
string  beans  12  acres.    It  should  be  noted  that  these  estim.ates  cover  onlv  the 
plantings  ud  to  October  1  this  year. 

No  satisfactory  acreage  figures  "for  the  State  of  Sinaloa  for  the  1931-32 
season  are  available.    On  November  14,  1931,  Vice  Consul  Eaton  at  l^azatlan  re- 
ported that  the  areas  devoted  to  the  more  important  vegetables  in  the  State 
that  season  were  being  estimated  as  follows:    Tom.atoes  22,500  acres,  green 


peas  900  acres,  and  green  peppers  2,500  acres.     On  the  other  hand  a  report  of 
the  Sotither'n  pacific  Railway  of  Mexico  suhrnitted  hv  vice  Consul  Eaton  on 
•January  22.  1932,  indicated  that  the  1931-32  vegetahle  acreage  in  Sinaloa  was 
as  follows:     Tomatoes  35,274  acres,  green  peas  780  acres,  green  peppers  898 
acres,  and  string  heans  1,877  acres.  ,  In  either  cjise,  however,  the  present 
estiroates  for  the  1932-33  crop  indicate  a  reduction  in  the  tomato,  string 
hean  and  green  pepper  acreage  and  an  increase  in  the  green  pea  acreage  for  the 
State.    Weather  conditions  thus  far  are  reported  as  favorahle. 

Puerto  Pico 

The  area  devoted  to  winter  vegetables  for  shipm.ent  to  the  United  States 
in  Puerto  Rico  this  season  is  now  heing  estimiated  at  1,810  acres  com.pared  with 
1,043  acres  in  1930-31,  according  to  A,  S.  f^ason.  Supervising  Inspector  for 
the  United  States  Departm.ent  of  Agriculture  in  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico.    No  acre- 
age figures  are  available  for  1931-32, hut  the  area  planted  to  all  vegetables 
except  poppers  has  been  increased  m.aterially  since  1930-31. 


PUERTO  RICO: 

Area  planted  to 

winter  vegetables 

for 

shipm.ent  to  the 

United  States 

1930-31  and  1932- 

-33 

Product 

1930-31 

1932-33 

Ac  res 

Ac  res 

250 

500 

Cucumbers  

270 

400 

402 

300 

32 

150 

String  beans  ' . 

4 

100 

100 

100 

60 

85 

100 

1,043  : 

1,810 

The  recent  hurricane  and  the  low  prices  for  tobacco  have  resulted  in 
stimulating  considerable  interest  in  the  planting  of  vegetables.  Tom.atoes, 
peppers,  eggplants  and  cucumbers  will  m.ove  later  than  usual  this  season  because 
of  the  delaj^-s  and  dam.age  caused  by  the  hurricane. 


Virgin  Islands 

It  is  estim.ated  that  approxim.ately  500  acres  have  been  planted  to  to- 
m.atoes on  the  Virgin  Islands  this  season. 


